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Five years ago, as the North Texas
economy roiled from the tech bust, Ta-
hir Hussain invested all his savings,
about $80,000, into starting a compa-
ny,
Last year, that start-up, Fusion So-
Jutions Inc., made $22 million in reve-

nue, Itemploys 180.
That success put the Addison-
based company in the No. 5 spot on

Ine. magazine's Ine. 500, a list of the
nation’s fastest-growing companies.

Overall, Texas, with 38 companies
on the list, ranked second to Califor-
nia, which had 81listed. Last year, Tex-
as ranked fourth, with 32,

The Dallas area had 20 companies
in the magazine’s rankings this year
but didn’t make the list at all in 2006.

Mr. Hussain's Fusion is a telecom
stafiing and consulting firm. It caters
to the phone companies’ growing in-
terest in wireless technologies such as

Internet television and WiMax, wire-
less technology that operates at much
greater distances than Wi-Fi.

Its wireless focus helped persuade
potential clients to hire Fusion during
the economic downturn, when com-
panies nationwide were not eager to
malke capital investments.

Mr. Hussain turned to entrepre-
neurship when his former emplover,
Ericsson Inc., shut down his research
and development group in 2002.

“This is my first start-up. By the

grace of God, we have been suce
ful," he said.

Companies must submit an aj
cation to be considered. The maga
then ranks privately held compa
according to  year-over-year
growth in the last three years.

Although companies on the
may not be household names now.
magazine points out that Miera:
Timberland and Domino’s Pi
among others, each appeared tl
before rising to prominence.
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